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Saturday, February 7, 2009

4:00 pm  People of St. Patrick-St. Stanislaus
Sunday, February 8, 2009
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

9:00 am  Emilia Pawlicki (Birthday) by Irene Vogel

11:00 am  Richard & Theresa Rauluk by
Rauluk Children

Monday, February 9, 2009—Weekday

7:15am  Marie Rosato by Peg Bugrin

12:10pm OLDE ST. PATRICK
Eleanor Gallagher by Family
Tuesday, February 10, 2009
St. Scholastica
7:15am  Leonard Lewandowski by
Bernadette Beerworth
Wednesday, February 11, 2009
Our Lady of Lourdes
7:00 pm  DEVOTIONS TO ST. JUDE
Helen and Bernice Stasiak by Ireen Stasiak
Thursday, February 12, 2009—Weekday
7:15am  Theodore J. Kwiatkowski (Birthday) by
Bernie & Carol Loos

12:10pm OLDE ST. PATRICK
Viola Rogan (Birthday) by
Nieces & Nephews
Friday, February 13. 2009—Weekday
7:15am  Edward J. Klobuchar by Ann Klobuchar
Saturday, February 14, 2009
4:00 pm  John Szymanski by Children
Sunday, February 15, 2009
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

We’re reading St. Paul’s letter to the Co-
rinthians these days. What was Corinth like? It
had a beautiful setting on an isthmus, about
fifty miles from Athens. The location makes for
very easy exchange by sea routes between
Greece and Italy, a factor in its economic suc-
cess even today. In Paul’s day it was a cosmo-
politan and wealthy city with inhabitants drawn
from all over the world, including a sizeable
Jewish community. When Paul arrived about the
year 50, the city was only about a century old,
but already five times the size of Athens. Paul
lived in Corinth for a year and a half, and a few
years later came back for three months. The
community of Christians there struggled
against the influence of a very secular and self-
indulgent society that was blind to the plight of
the poor. Pagan attitudes afflicted the commu-
nity, which had a way of breaking Paul’s heart;
he wrote to them sometimes “with many
tears” (2 Corinthians 2:4).

Today, Corinth is a small industrial city.
Its historic core has been destroyed by a series
of earthquakes over the centuries, and what
little remained was totally obliterated in a war
with Turkey in the 1820s. There’s a core city
with glamorous shops to catch the tourists, but
it is mainly a cargo port, with piles of marble,
tiles, and minerals everywhere, a huge oil refin-
ery nearby, a busy canal, a modern fast rail line
to Athens, and a meeting point of major high-
ways. Today, the remains of the Temple of
Apollo and the marketplace are more ruined

9:00 am  People of St. Patrick-St. Stanislaus than most such sites. The glory of the city Pal_ll
11:00 am  Claire Kurpeikis (Birthday) by Family knew well has faded, but the relevance of his
12 Noon Baptism: Petra Balkovec words shines through the centuries.
200 pm Baptism: NiChOlaS Gonzalez —Rev. James Field, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.
SISISISISISISISIS SIS ISISISISISISISIS /SIS SIS SIS IS SIS IS SIS S SISISIS S A Family Perspective by Bud Ozar

Please Make St. Patrick-St. Stanislaus
Your Favorite Charity

Collection: $4475.01 Envelopes: 262
Candles: $467.75 Envelopes Rec’d: 153
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Second Collection for February

f Feb. 8 Maintenance
s Feb. 15 Electric/Wiring
s Feb. 22 Parish Share

Please feep St. Patrick-St. Stanislaus in your will!
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B‘om the lp,rgatory Not in the Bible
astor (The following question and answer
—_— appeared in a January 2007 edition

of the St. Anthony Messenger.)
Q.My Protestant friends have challenged me

about the Catholic Church’s belief in purga-
tory. They rightly say that this term never occurs
in the Bible. When did it first appear in Catholic
theology?

In A Concise Dictionary of Theology

(Paulist, 2000), Gerald O’Collins, S.., and
Edward Farrugia, S.J., note that authors such as
Clement of Alexandria (d.215) and Tertullian (d.
225) wrote “in various ways of purification after
death and our communion through prayer with
our dear departed.” The Council of Florence
(1438-45) “taught the cleansing suffering en-
dured after death (by those not yet fit for the
beatific vision) and the value of prayers and pi-
ous works offered on their behalf.”

O’Collins and Farrugia continue: “The
Council of Trent (1545-63) maintained the doc-
trine of purgatory, said nothing about the nature
and duration of purgatory, and reiterated the
value of offering prayers for those in purga-
tory...The state of purgatory can be understood
as a final process of loving but painful matura-
tion before we see God face to face. With the
last judgment, purgatory will come to an end.”

Some notion of temporal punishment due
to sin, the basis for the teaching on purgatory,
is reflected in the decision by Judas Maccabeus
to offer sacrifices for deceased Jewish soldiers
who had worn pagan amulets (see 2 Maccabees
12:38-46). Judas Maccabeus presumed that the
prayers of the living can help the purification of
those who died.

Second Maccabees and six other Old Tes-
tament books are not in Protestant Bibles be-
cause Martin Luther accepted the later tradition

of recognizing as divinely inspired only those
books originally written in Hebrew. For over
1,000 years, however, Christians had recognized
those books as part of the Bible.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church
teaches: “All who die in God’s grace and friend-
ship, but still imperfectly purified, are indeed
assured of their salvation; but after death they
undergo purification, so as to achieve the holi-
ness necessary to enter heaven. The Church
gives the name purgatory to this final purifica-
tion which is entirely different from the punish-
ment of the damned”.

The teaching on “temporal punishment
due to sin” reflects the fact that every sin has a
life of its own, even after it has been confessed
and forgiven. A lie that | tell on Tuesday and
then confess on Saturday does not vanish. Its
evil effects continue until people are no longer
interested in repeating it. Believing otherwise is
naive.

This is not to say that every Catholic who
has spoken or written about purgatory has pre-
sented this teaching correctly. An exaggeration,
however, is a caricature that does not represent
the original teaching.

Father Leonard Foley, O.F.M., chose to
end his classic book, Believing in Jesus, with
these words; “Being saved is being cleansed,
raised up to the life of Jesus daily. Purification is
the daily dying to whatever is selfish, un-
Christlike, and daily being raised by him to a
deeper sharing in his own life.

“We are called to be like persons in pur-
gatory in one crucial way; We are trying to learn
to say the last words of the Bible as they say
them, with bursting desire. To say them with no
strains of selfishness, with no lack of trust, with
our whole heart: ‘Come, Lord Jesus!” (Revelation
22:20).”

Saint Paul Seminary Open House -Saint Paul Seminary in Crafton is hosting an Open House on
Sunday, February 15, 2009, for all high school, college, and career age men interested in learning more
about the priestly formation program and seminary life. The schedule begins with Mass at 9:30 a.m.
with Bishop Zubik presiding and includes brunch, a tour of the seminary, and presentations by the semi-
narians. For more information or to register, please contact the Office for Vocations at 412-456-3123.
Alzheimer Disease Study...Please check the back of the church for information regarding an Alz-
heimer Disease Study or phone 412-624-2069 for further information.
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